
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

STAND TOGETHER TO STAY NO TO ICE 

An Aboriginal-controlled alcohol rehabilitation facility in Central Australia has called on Indigenous organisations 

in the region to stand together to say No to Ice. 

The Central Australian Aboriginal Alcohol Programs Unit is a primary provider of culturally appropriate alcohol 

counselling and residential treatment services in Alice Springs. Representatives were today giving evidence about 

responses to crystal methamphetamine use to the NT Parliament’s Ice Select Committee. 

Board Chair Eileen Hoosan said CAAAPU is very concerned about the potential health impacts of ice use among a 

population whose health may already be compromised by alcohol misuse. 

“We outlined in our submission to the NT Government’s Ice Select Committee our concerns about the 

devastation ice could cause to Aboriginal people and the wider Central Australian community,” Ms Hoosan said. 

“Our experience at the front line in delivering alcohol treatment services gives us a unique insight into the 

challenges of dealing effectively with issues around Indigenous substance misuse and addiction. 

“Currently methamphetamines have not presented as a huge factor with our clients but given expert predictions 

and interstate experience CAAAPU, along with other NT AOD services, expects this to change in the short term. 

“We want to be in front of, not behind the wave, and make sure there are adequate and appropriate resources in 

place so we can try and prevent Ice from taking hold in our community. 

“This means Aboriginal organisations taking a collaborative approach and sharing resources and expertise, 

supported by Government agencies and the community. 

“CAAAPU supports a model such as that used for the Alcohol Reference Group, where stakeholders work together 

with the community to develop responses supported by Government. 

“Alcohol addiction goes hand in hand with poly drug use sadly and AOD workers such as those at CAAAPU need to 

be provided with up-to-date training in the identification and treatment of Ice and how to safely manage people 

who may be affected. 

“It is our hope that all Governments recognise the need to adequately resource services such as CAAAPU to 

deliver treatment, counselling and care to Aboriginal people affected by this terrible drug, without placing a 

further burden on services already stretched in dealing with alcohol misuse.” 
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